Directions/requirements –For this class you will spend time watching some video examples of classrooms.  Each topic has multiple videos.  You will choose 6 videos under each reflection area to gain information in which to complete your reflections. Include the name/weblink of the selected video in each reflection paper. 

The following list of topics will help you focus your observations and your reflection papers. There are going to be MANY other things going on in the classroom. 

Throughout the semester you will submit a professionally completed reflection of your video observations. You may use the textbook information to describe what would be appropriate.  And you may use your previous classroom observations to add additional information to the paper. 

Once you describe the topic you will reflect on the topic, placing your ideas and values into what you observed, how you would change/enhance the experience or additional information pertinent to the topic.  Since you are watching 6 or more videos for each topic combine the information you viewed (synthesize) to give information of your description and reflection. 

Reflection Paper  #1 – Your Topic #1 is on the Appropriate Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten Environment
You will submit a professionally completed reflection of your observation(s). Use 6 video observations to complete the paper. List the videos you selected at the beginning of your paper. You will synthesize /combine this information into the paper – not summarize each video. Write 4 - 6 paragraphs describing;
1. Description of the targeted observation topic - Topic #1 – Classroom environment, make-up, organization, setup, routine, class schedule – This description should be detailed. It may be more than one paragraph. What did you observe in the classroom relating to the environment? 
2. Your reflections or response to the “targeted topic” - Topic #1 – Classroom environment, make-up, organization, setup, routine, class schedule –  This will include your response, as a professional, to what you observed regarding the topic of classroom environment, set up, routine, class schedule, what ideas that you viewed will you borrow for your own classroom and/or what you would have done differently. Examples should be included as well as your reasoning supporting your reflection. This may be more than one paragraph. 
3. Description of the targeted observation topic - Topic #2 Child’s Engagement This description should be detailed. It may be more than one paragraph. What did you observe in the classroom related to children’s engagement in classroom learning/exploration/activity? 
4. Your reflections or response to the “targeted topic” - Topic #2 Child’s Engagement. This will include your response, as a professional, to what you observed regarding the topic, what ideas you will borrow for your own classroom and/or what you would have done differently. Examples should be included as well as your reasoning supporting your reflection. This may be more than one paragraph. 

As you watch the videos here are some key questions to consider:
Topic #1 – Classroom environment, make-up, organization, setup, routine, class schedule –  Describe the classroom space, set up and organization of the classroom, routines, scheduling, materials, and furniture.  How does this setting enhance the learning of the children? How is the day organized/scheduled? What special circumstances are important for the functioning of this classroom? What difficulties do you notice, if any? Describe the “feel” of the classroom?  Is this similar or different to classrooms you have previously seen?  How?  What is your preference for Pre-Kindergarten/Kindergarten classroom organization/environment? What physical space in the classroom is “owned” by the children?  What physical space in the classroom is “owned” by the teacher?

Topic #2 Child’s Engagement – How long was the lesson or activity?  Was it designed with child activity planned? Describe.  How much of the time is the child engaged?  When are children “off task”. What caused “off task” behavior. What does the teacher do to regain the children’s attention?  Did the teacher use songs, voice pitch or volume to re-direct children’s activity and attention? What did the teacher say/do?  How did the children respond to the re-direction? 



Include the following rubric at the end of your reflections ----- single uploaded documents

	Professional written. 
	5
Typed, appropriate grammar, word choice, and spelling
	3
Few errors, but notable errors
	1
Multiple errors that interferes with communication of information

	Describes the targeted topic #1
	5
Details, specific examples, descriptions stated
	3
Brief description, examples and few details
	1
Vague information

	Reflects on the targeted topic #1
	5
Thoughtful questions, observations, and reasoning of reflection
	3
Brief reflections and thoughts on topic

	1
Vague thoughts and reflections

	Describes the targeted topic#2
	5
Details, specific examples, descriptions stated
	3
Brief description, examples and few details
	1
Vague information

	Reflects on the targeted topic#2
	5
Thoughtful questions, observations, and reasoning of reflection
	3
Brief reflections and thoughts on topic

	1
Vague thoughts and reflections

	Quality of information
	5
Lists the videos used, Provided quality information that shows synthesis of various videos. Provides compare/contrast and/or specific examples
	3 
Provided information in reflections that shows quality thought about the videos viewed. 
	1 
some information detailing actual examples in the classroom videos 
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